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Samuel Gompers said it best when he described labor's political mission nearly a century ago:
“Stand faithfully by our friends and elect them; oppose our enemies and defeat them, whether
they be candidates for President, for Congress, or other offices, whether executive, legislative or
judicial.”

Not words but the record is the measure of how we separate labor's allies from our adver-
saries. This voting record by no means covers all the issues that the lowa Federation of Labor,
AFL-CIO dealt with during the 1994 Legisiative session. It does, however, record legislators’
votes on a number of key issues of concern to union members and their families and will help
lowa trade unionists determine whether their slected representatives support labor's pro-
gressive agenda or have taken their stand with those who want to keep working people down.

The lowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO
located at
2000 Walker, Suite “A”
Des Moines, lowa 50317-5290
Phone 515/262-9571
FAX 515/262-9573
lowa Toll Free 1-800-372-4817

represents over 320 local AFL-CIO unions, which includes 84 international Unions.

James J. Wengert, President

Mark L. Smith Janice K. Laue
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Senate Issues — 1994
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nmes. It also is unfair to existing lowa companies that provide good jobs without such incentives. IFL position was “NO.”
(Adopted 32 - 17)

2. Amendment §5030B to HF 2180 — qualifies businesses for economic incentives under the New Jobs and Income Act
only if they pay for at least 80% of employes health care coversge under a comprehensive plan. IFL position was “YES.”
(Adopted 24 - 23)

3. Amendment S5042A to HF 2180 - excludes employer contributions to health insurance and pension plans as part of
base wage required for qualification under the New Jobs and Income Act. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 24 - 23)

4. Amendment S5040 to HF 2180 -- eliminates businesses that have a history of violation of environmental or OSHA laws
from being considered for incentives and tax breaks under the New Jobs and Income Act. IFL position was “YES.”
(Adopted 24 - 23)

5. SF 2041 ~ establishes the percentage of allowable growth et 3% for the school budget year beginning July 1, 1994. IFL
position was “YES.” (Adopted 32 - 13)

6. SFZ!ZZ—pmvideaﬁ:rmﬁvunlhealﬁmmemgeﬁoranlmbyl998,mdatmkﬁmetommnmendoompo—
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ployer mandate or a single-payer plan. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 26 - 24)

A SF2215—couphslawaTuCodewiﬂt&efaduﬂhﬁemﬂRmmCddqamcptforﬁmeﬁmofSoddSecuﬁty
benefits. This gives well-to-do seniors (those making over $44,000) a state tax break. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 48
-1

8. HF 2430 -- continues the property tax freeze at the county level for two more years. Such freezes Limit counties’ ability
to provide for public needs and jeopardize public workers® jobs and pay. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 38 - 12)

9. SF 2162 — pmﬁdubru&mspmmﬁmofrﬁlmymphymhrﬁlmmamwen-vmﬁhmdmd&eeofm
fumes. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopied 39 - 7)

10. HF 542 -- deals with issues of public health incinding lead abatement. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 32 - 17.
Held in Senate on motion to reconsider.)

11. HF 2415 - appropsiates finds for economic dsvelopment, including $450,000 for apprenticeship programs at commmu-
nity colleges. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 40 - 5)

12. SF 2089 — ecstablishes the Jowa Telecommunications and Technology Commission to set policy for the fiber optics
network and make recommendations for fiture decisions by the Legislature. The bill provides for an executive director to
administer day to day operations. Part III will be leased from private firms, thus saving union members® jobs. IFL position
was “YES.” (Adopted 42-7)

13. SF 2243 — improves current Workers” Compensation law by providing for: 1) a stay on collection proceedings in con-
wmnmwemwmmms)mmm@mofmmbmw
working for enother employer, and 5) employer credit for overpayment. IFL position wes “YES.” (Adopted 50 - 0)



R — Indicates IFL Position
W - Voted Wrong
=- Absent or Not Voting
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* Replaced Senator Vam 2/28/94
** Replaced Senator Fuhnman 2/28/94
*#% Passed away 1/23/94
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#»esR asigned 2/2/94 — Insufficient votes to compile voting record, but voted comrectly on 1 of 1



House Issues —- 1994

1. Amendment H5011 to SF 2041 -- reduces to 2.1% from 3% the percentage of allowable growth for the school budget
year beginning July 1, 1994, IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 51 - 44)

2. Amendment H5074 to HF 2180 - requires that businesses in a “quality jobs enterprise zone” guarantee that they will
create at least 300 firll-time jobs to qualify for incentives and tax breaks. IFI, position was “YES.” (Adopted 71 - 26)

3. Amendment H5080 to HF 2180 — makes day care availability for employees a requirement for businesses in a “quality
jobs enterprise zone” rather than one of several options to qualify for incentives and tax breaks. IFL position was “YES.”
(Defeated 48 - 50)

4. Amendment H5049 to HF 2180 - requires approval by referendum by a majority of county voters before a business can
receive an exemption from property taxes in a “quality jobs enterprise zone.” IFL position was “YES.” (Defeated 34 - 63)

5. HF 2180 -- provides incentives and tax breaks of up to $73 million for IPSCO, a Canadian Steel Company to locate in
fowa. The bill exempts IPSCO, and potentially others, from paying county taxes without providing replacement tax reve-
nues. It also is unfair to existing businesses that provide good jobs without receiving incentives. IFL position was “NO.”
(Adopted 59 - 38)

6. Motion to pull SF 2222 from committee for immediate consideration. SF 2222, passed by the Senate, provides for uni-
versal health care coverage for all lowans by 1998, and a task force to recommend comporents of a comprehensive benefit
plan, cost containment strategy, and fair financing, including the possibility of an employer mandate or a single-payer plan.
Republican House leadership was holding the bill up in committee and not allowing debate. This motion from the floor
would release the bill. IFL position was “YES.” (Defeated 48 - 51)

7. SF 2215 - couples Iowa Tax Code with the federal Intemal Revenue Code, except for the taxation of Social Security
benefits. This gives well-to-do seniors (those making over $44,000) a state tax break. IFL position wes “NO.” (Adopted 94
-5)

8. HF 2430 — continues the property tax freeze at the county level for two more years. Such freezes limit counties® ability
to provide for public needs and jeopardize public workers’ jobs and pay. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 94 - 6)

9. Motion to suspend mles to consider amendment H 5494 to HF 2415 — would have allowed debate on letting cities estab-
lish housing trust funds. Such funds provide needed housing for low and moderate income fienilies and create additional
construction jobs. IFL position was “YES.” (Defeated 44 - 53)

10. Amendment H5932 to amendment H5907 -- allows a person to obtan information regarding motor vehicle registration
from the Department of Transportation, providing they leave their name and address on file with the department. Without
thig amendment organizing and picketing activities would be hindered. IFL position was “YES.” (Defeated 38 - 62)

11. Amendment H6055 to HF 2418 -- allows public employee retirement contributions to be made on a pre-tax basis. IFL
position was “YES.” (Defeated 47 - 49)

12. SF 2089 — provides for state ownership of Part I of the lowa Communications Network. The House amendments
adopted would drive the state deeper into debt as well as jeopardize union members’ jobs by not leasing Part [ from pri-
vate firms. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 55 - 44)

13. SF 2245 -- improves ourrent Workers’ Compensation law by providing for: 1) a stay on collection proceedings in con-
tested cases, 2) lost time pay for certain injured workers, 3) higher minimum benefits, 4) transfer of temporary benefits if
working for another employer, and 5) employer aredit for overpeyment. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 100 - 0)
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* Due to ifiness, insufficient votes to compile voting record for 1994

** Resigned 2/2/94 to run for Senate
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*** Replaced Representative Dvorsky 2/28/94



