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Samuel Gompers said it best when he described labor's political mission nearly a century ago:
“Stand faithfully by our friends and elect them; oppose our enemies and defeat them, whether
they be candidates for President, for Congress, or other offices, whether executive, legislative or
judicial.”

Not words but the record is the measure of how we separate labor's allies from our adver-
saries. This voting record by no means covers all the issues that the lowa Federation of Labor,
AFL-CIO dealt with during the 1997 Legislative session. It does, however, record legislators’
votes on a number of key issues of concern to union members and their families and will help
lowa trade unionists determine whether their elected representatives support fabor's pro-
gressive agenda or have taken their stand with those who want to keep working people down.
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Senate Issues -~ 1997

1. SF 35 -- eliminates inheritance tax for children and grandchildren, benefiting mainly the wealthy, one-third of
whom live out-ot-state. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 42-7)

2. §-3193 to HF 388 - targets income tax cuts to middle class, rather than across-the-board. [FL position was
“YES.” (Lost 21-27)

3. HF 388 — cuts income tax 10% across the board. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 45-3)
4, HF 306 -- extends tax breaks to all Subchapter S corporations. IFL position was “NO.™ (Adopted 41-7)

5. $-3521 to SF 538 -- allows tuition and textbook tax credit for public school students as well as private school
students. TFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 31-19) Deferred

6. SF 280 -- grants employers immunity from civil liability when providing employee references. IFL position was
“NO.™ (Adopted 45-5).

7. SF 492 - changes burden of proot from employer to employee to prove that individual had good cause to quit their
job. IFL position was “NO.™ (Adopted 29-19) Died in House Committee

8. HF 236 -- automatically eliminates temporary employees of a temporary employment agency from eligibility for
unemployment it they do not report back to the agency within three days of completing a job. [FL position was
“NO." (Adopted 32-17)

9. S-3649 to SF 540 -- sets threshold for first injury at 5% instead of 10% for injured workers when determining
eligibility tor second injury fund benefits. IFL position was “YES.™ (Lost 21-26) Deferred

10. S-3772 to S-3771 o HF 299 -- eliminates current drug-and alcohol-testing law for public and private sector
workers by replacing it with private sector only statute which includes random testing, no treatment and extensive
immunity for employers in connection with drug and alcohol testing. IFL position was “NO.” (Lost 24-26) Deferred

[1. S-3638 to SF 549 -- provides that bids approved by the Board of Regents require standards set by city or county
code and that all apprentices be registered with a state or federally approved apprenticeship training school. [FL
position was “YES.” (Lost 22-27)

12. §-3411 o HF 655 -- requires companies to pay no less than 100% of average county or regional wage to be
eligible for financial assistance through CEBA. IFL position was “YES.” (Lost 20-26)

13. S-3785 to HF 724 - requires that businesses pay at least 100% of average county or regional wage to be eligible
for benefits available in county and city enterprise zones. IFL position was “YES.” (Lost 19-27)

14. SF 58 - establishes English as the common language of the state. IFL position was “NO.™ (Adopted 36-12)
Died in House

15. S-3378 to SF 533 -- maintains funding for legal services at last year’s level, IFL position was “YES.” (Lost 22-
25)

16. HF 693 — limits the ability of workers and consumers to file suit for defective products or medical malpractice.
IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 30-17)

17. HF 611 -- eliminates limits on amount or rate creditors can charge for interest on loans and credit cards. IFL
position was “NQ.” (Adopted 31-17)
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House Issues -- 1997

1. SF 35 -- eliminates inheritance tax for children and grandchildren, benefiting mainly the wealthy, one-
third of whom live out-of-state. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 96-2)

2. H-1132 to HF 388 -- motion to suspend the rules to take up amendment that would eliminate federal
deductibility and make lowa's income tax system more fair. IFL position was “YES.” (Lost 45-54)

3. HF 388 -- cuts income tax 15% across the board. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 97-3)

4. HF 388 -- cuts income tax 10% across the board after concurrence with the Senate amendment. [FL
position was “NQ.” (Adopted 97-3)

5. HF 306 -- extends tax breaks to all Subchapter S corporations. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 88-
10}

6. H-1822 to HF 726 -- allows a percentage of property tax due or rent constituting property tax paid as a
credit or reimbursement for low-income families. IFL position was “YES.” (Lost 44-53)

7. HF 236 -- automatically eliminates temporary employees of a temporary employment agency from
eligibility for unemployment if they do not report back to the agency within three days of completing a job.
IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 54-42)

8. SF 280 -- grants employers immunity from civil liability when providing employee references. IFL
position was “NO.” (Adopted 70-28)

9. HF 108 --cuts benefits for workers who suffer occupational hearing loss. IFL position was “NO.”
(Adopted 52-46)

10. HF 299 -- eliminates current drug-and alcohol-testing law for public and private sector workers by
replacing it with private sector only statute which includes random testing, no treatment and extensive
immunity for employers in connection with drug and alcohol testing. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 54-
44)

11. H-1922 to SF 549 -- motion to suspend the rules to consider an amendment that provides that bids
approved by the Board of Regents require standards set by city or county code and that all apprentices be
registered with a state or federally approved apprenticeship training school. IFL position was “YES.”
(Lost 46-49)

12. H-1760A to HF 724 -- requires that businesses pay 100% of county average wage to be eligible for
benefits available in county and city enterprise zones. I[FL position was “YES.” (Lost 47-50)

13. HF 611 -- eliminates limits on amount or rate creditors can charge for interest on loans and credit cards.
IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 59-41)

14. HF 693 -- limits the ability of workers and consumers to file suit for defective products or medical
malpractice. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 55-44)
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