IOWA FEDERATION OF LABOR

AFL-CIO
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Samue! Gompers said it best when he described labor’s political mission nearly a century ago:
“Stand faithfuily by our friends and elect them; oppose our enemies and defeat them, whether
they be candidates for President, for Congress, or other offices, whether exacutive, legislative or
judicial.”

Not words but the record is the measure of how we separate labor’s allies from our adver-
saries. This voting record by no means covers all the issues that the lowa Federation of Labor,
AFL-CIO dealt with during the 1996 Legislative session. It does, however, record legislators’
votes on a number. of key issues of concern to union members and their families and will help
lowa trade unionists determine whether their elected representatives support labor's pro-
gressive agenda or have taken their stand with those who want to keep working people down.

The lowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO
2000 Walker, Suite “A”
Des Moines, lowa 50317-5290
Phone 515/262-9571
lowa Toll Free — 1-800-372-4817

represents over 300 local AFL-CIO unions, which includes 43 International Unions.
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Mark L. Smith Janice K. Laue
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. @nn



Senate Issues -- 1996

1. Amendment S-5063 to HF 2114 - limits CEBA grants to businesses that pay wages of at
least 100% of the county average. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 27 - 22)

2. SF 2409 — provides for the new Workforce Development Department, including statutory
state and regional boards with equal representation by business and labor, the labor
representatives being appointed by the governor from nominations by statewide labor
organizations. Private contractors must pay the same wages and benefits as those paid to

public workers for comparable positions. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 33 - 16)
Amended by the House

3. HF 2416 - provides for an employer surcharge to continue the Second Injury Fund,
protecting benefits for injured workers. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 31 - 15)

4. SF 2341 -- relates to components of the unemployment system, including the provision that
the 125% requirement be eliminated. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 29 - 20) Died in

House Commitiee

5. SF 2443 - appropriates funds for the Department of Employment Services and the
Department of Economic Development; includes reporting of all assistance or benefits
provided under state economic development programs and the consideration of a “good
neighbor agreement” between businesses and communities. [FL position was “YES.”
(Adopted 33 - 17) House amended reporting requirements

6. S-5767 to S-5700 to HF 2421 -- provides that local bond issues may be passed with a
simple majority when funded by a combination of income and property tax, promoting the
rebuilding of infrastructure and providing jobs. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 32 - 17)

Died in Conference Committee

7. SF 2449 - provides for property tax cuts, business tax cuts and tax credits for family farm
operations, but does not include a low-income “circuit breaker,” thus excluding tax relief for
those who paid for the current state surplus through the regressive 1992 sales tax increase.
IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 43-6)

8. SF 2245 — makes improvements in IPERS, including increasing the minimum monthly
benefits, removing the covered wage ceiling, increasing the maximum number of years of
employment used to compute benefits, and expanding the early retirement option. IFL
position was “YES.” (Adopted 48 - 0)
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House Issues -- 1996

1. HIR 2003 -- proposes a Constitutional amendment that would limit the terms of state officials and legislators, taking away
volers’ rights to choose freely who will represent them. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 61 - 39) Died in Senate Committee

2. Amendment H-5078 to H-4229 to HF 258 — allows employers greater latitude to test employees for drugs and alcohol . [FL
position was “NO.” (Adopted 59 - 36)

3. HF 258 — final vote on drug testing bill including anti-labor amendments attached by the House. IFL position was “NO.”
(Adopted 77 - 18) Died in Senate; Senate passed a different version which died in the House

4. HF 61 - provides employers immunity when giving references on employees to other employers, unless employee can prove
employer deliberately provided false information. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 64 - 32) Died in Senate

5. HF 2449 — puts limits on campaign contributions, but not on campaign spending; makes payroll deductions for PAC’s illegal.
IFL position was “NO.” (Adopied 62 - 35) Amended by Senate; died in Hoiise

6. Amendment H-5507 to H-5495 to HF 2412 - allows industrial disability to be considered in awarding benefits for more than
one injury. IFL position was “YES.” (Failed 35 - 60)

7. Amendment H-5457 to H-5419 to SF 2443 — provides for reperting of all assistance or benefits provided under state economic
development programs and the consideration of a “good neighbor agreement” between businesses and communities. IFL position
was “YES.” (Failed 37 - 56)

8. HF 2362 -- lessens employer responsibility for hearing loss due to job-related naise. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 61 -
36) Died in Senate

9. Amendment H-5559 to H-5478 to SF 2442 -- increases funding for child care by approximately $6 million. IFL position was
“YES.” (Failed 38 - 57)

10. Amendment H-5698 to HF 2481 -- gives incentive benefits to supporting businesses only if the contractor or subcontractor pays
at least the prevailing wage. IFL position was “YES." (Failed 39 - 61)

11. Amendment H-5790 to H-5600 to SF 2409 -- retained labor positions on the state Workforce Development Board with
Governor’'s appointments to be made from nominations by statewide labor. organizations. IFL position was “YES.” (Failed 36 -
58)

12. Amendment H-5789 to H-5600 to SF 240% — provides for implementation of a classification plan for the new Workforce
Development Department to be agreed upon by the Department of Personnel and the certified employee organization representatives
of the bargaining unit. FFL position was “YES.” (Failed 35 - 60)

13. Amendment H-5787 to H-5600 to SF 2409 - reinstates language limiting privatization in the Workforce Development
Department to contractors who pay wages and benefits equal to those paid public workers in comparable positions. IFL position
was “YES.” (Failed 37 - 59)

14. SF 2449 -- provides for property tax breaks, business tax breaks and tax credits for family farm operations, but does not
include a low-income “circuit breaker,” excluding those who paid for the current state surplus through the regressive 1992 sales tax
increase. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopied 97 - 0)

15. SF 2245 -- makes improvements in [PERS, including increasing the minimum monthly benefit, removing the covered wage
ceiling, increasing the maximum number of years of employment used to compute benefits, and expanding the early retirement
option. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 95 - 0)
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