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Samuel Gompers said it best when he described labor’s political mission nearly a century ago:
“Stand faithfully by our friends and elect them; oppose our enemies and defeat them, whether
they be candidates for President, for Congress, or other offices, whether executive, legislative or
judicial.”

Not words but the record is the measure of how we separate labor’s allies from our adver-
saries. This voting record by no means covers all the issues that the lowa Federation of Labor,
AFL-CIO dealt with during the 1995 Legislative session. It does, however, record legislators’
votes on a number of key issues of concern to union members and their families and will help
lowa trade unionists determine whether their elected representatives support labor's pro-
gressive agenda or have taken their stand with those who want to keep working people down.
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Senate Issues -- 1995

1. SF 17 -- provides more adequate funding for our children’s education by establishing the
percentage of allowable growth at 4.5% for the school budget year beginning July 1, 1995.
IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 30 - 19)

2. Amendment S3048 to SCR 8 -- weakens resolution supporting striking Rubber Workers at
Bridgestone/ Firestone by eliminating the resolve to support federal legislation prohibiting the
hiring of replacement workers. IFL position was “NQ.” (Defeated 21 - 27)

3. SF 286 -- improves current Workers’ Compensation law by providing for computation of
gross weekly earnings for volunteer ambulance drivers and emergency medical technician
trainees, seasonal workers, and relating to judicial review of workers’ compensation contested
cases. IFL position was “YES.”(Adopted 47 - 3)

4. Amendment S3639 to HF 578 -- provides for prison labor to be utilized for installation of
fiber optic cable for ICN, taking jobs from law-abiding workers. IFL position was “NO.”
(Defeated 21 - 28)

5. Governor’s appointment to labor position on Employment Appeal Board. IFL position was
“NO.” (Defeated 17 - 31)

6. SF 160 -- establishes a local housing development program under the Iowa Finance
Authority and authorizes the issuance of bonds to fund the program, thus providing
construction jobs and more availability of affordable housing. IFL position was “YES.”
(Adopted 27 - 23)

7. SF 181 -- gives sales tax exemptions to certain aircraft companies, including a retroactive
exemption to one company for $900,000. The company threatened to move out of the state if
the exemption was not granted. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 48 - 0)

8. HIR 13 -- adds the words “and women” to the constitution. IFL position was “YES.”
(Adopted 49 - 0)

9. Motion to override governor’s veto of certain sections of SF 69, a bill providing tax cuts
for individuals and businesses. The governor vetoed sections which allowed counties to
consider inflation when determining reimbursement for mental health costs. IFL position was
“YES.” (Override of governor’s veto requires 2/3 majority, or 34 “yes” votes. Defeated 27 -
22)
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House Issues -- 1995

1. Amendment H-3007 to SF 17 -- reduces to 3.0% from 4.5% the percentage of allowable growth for the school budget
year beginning July 1, 1995, thus providing less money for our children’s education. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted
60 - 36)

2. Amendment H-3030 to SF 69 -- provides major tax cuts to business and the wealthy by adding a 15% across the board
income tax rate reduction, tax cuts for Subchapter S corporations, phase out of machinery and equipment tax and reducing
the size of property tax break passed by Senate. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 63 - 35)

3. Amendment H-3202 to H-3030 to SF 69 -- allows tax credit of $135, increasing to $415 in 1997, for each dependent.
The state will pay low-income families for credits in excess of taxes owed. IFL position was “YES.” (Defeated 34 - 64)

4. HF 258 -- removes requirement for probable cause before drug testing is allowed and lets employers random test. It
eliminates employer responsibility for drug and alcohol treatment currently in effect and allows them to discipline first-
time offenders. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 77 - 21)

5. HF 362 -- limits consumers’ ability to sue for faulty products. [FL position was “NQ.” (Adopted 63 - 33)

6. HF 394 -- takes away the rights of young children to receive compensation from the doctors who injure them. [FL
position was “NO.” (Adopted 71 - 24)

7. HIR 14 — provides for constitutional limitations on state and local government revenue and spending that could destroy
government’s ability to provide needed services to the public. Also known as the Stanley Amendment. IFL position was
“NO.” (Adopted 61 - 38)

8. HF 166 -- allows certain private property owners to be reimbursed by the government when laws are passed that
decrease their profits, such as forcing owners to stop pollution or provide safe and healthy workplaces. IFL position was
“NO.”" (Adopted 72 - 27)

9. HJR 13 -- adds the words “and women” to the constitution. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 95 - 3)

10. Amendment H-3542B to HF 530 -- effectively eliminates state funding of the Health Data Commission by reducing
funding from $175,000 to $25,000. HDC gathers statistical information that educates consumers and results in lower
health care costs. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 63 - 34)

11. Amendment H-3855 to H-3851 to HF 512 -- prohibits economic development assistance to businesses which have
solicited or advertised for permanent replacements during a labor dispute, IFL position was “YES.” (Defeated 44 - 53)

12. HF 373 -- allows tax deduction for family health accounts. This provides but another tax shelter for the rich, since
most workers cannot afford them. FHA's will also contribute to higher costs for traditional insurance and provide a
disincentive for preventive care. IFL position was “NO.” (Adopted 84 - 13)

13. SF 181 -- gives sales tax exemption to certain aircraft companies, including a retroactive exemption to one company
for $900,000, that threatened to move out of the state if the exemption was not granted. IFL position was “NO."
(Adopted 57 - 41)

14. SF 286 -- improves current Workers’ Compensation law by providing for computation of gross weekly earnings for
volunteer ambulance drivers and emergency medical technician trainees, seasonal workers, and relating to judicial review
of Workers’ compensation contested cases. IFL position was “YES.” (Adopted 97 - 0)
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